NAACP installation service 


"TE. 1979 


scheduled on Monday night 


The Terre Haute branch of the 
National Association for the Advan- 
cement of Colored People is to con- 
duct an installation service Monday 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Second Missionary 
Baptist Church, 14th and Oak streets. 

The newly elected officers and ex- 
ecutive committee members are to 
serve for a two-year term. Officers to 
be installed are first vice president 
Floyd Baxter, secretary Alfreda 
Buckner, corresponding secretary 
Alice Hord and treasurer Cleta 
Harris. 

Dr. Wesley J. Lyda, director of 
Afro American Studies and professor 
of education at Indiana State Univer- 


sity, is president-elect. He has re- 
ceived degrees from ISU, Indiana 
University and DePauw University. 

During his 42 years in education, 
Lyda has received such honors as 
being listed in Who’s Who in America, 
Leaders in Education, International 
Dictionary of Biography, Outstanding 
Educators of America and Men of 
Achievement. 

He also received the Indiana Black 
Expo Distinguished’ Service Award 
and Plaque in Education. 

Prior to the installation ceremony, 
a fellowship period is to be observed 
with a “carry-in salad spread.“ 
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NAACP leader 


to present. 
youth charter 


Ts AUG € 1978 

The Terre Haute Youth Coun- 
cil Branch of the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored People will receive 
its original charter next Satur- 
day evening, to be presented by 
James Lucien III, director of 
Region III NAACP Youth Coun- 
cils. 

Installation of officers also 
will be conducted at the meet- 
ing, scheduled for 7:30 p.m. at 
the Second Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1400 Oak St. ` 

Special events will include 
the presentation of awards to 
outstanding students in the 
Vigo County School Corpo- 
ration, the report continues. 

It is noted that Lucien, as 
regional youth director, has re- 
sponsibility for youth councils 
and college chapters in seven 
states, including West Virginia, 
Kentucky, Ohio, Illinois, Michi- 
gan and Wisconisin in addition 
to Indiana. And he serves as a 
technical advisor on NAACP 
policies and programs, 

Prior to joining the national 
staff of the organization in 
June, he was active in Region 
VI, serving as president of the 
award winning New Orleans 
NAACP Youth Council for two 
consecutive terms, 1974 and 75. 
During that time he was 
awarded the New Orleans 
„Champion of the Cause" title 
and was elected Louisiana 
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JAMES LUCIEN III 


State NAACP Youth Con- 
ference president, 1975-76. 
Earlier, he was named Mr. 


NAACP” at the national con- | 


vention in Indianapolis on July 
5, 1973, the report adds. 
Having attended New Or- 
leans public schools, Lucien 
was a student at the University 
of New Orleans before em- 
ployment by the Department of 
the Navy in the Enlisted Per- 
sonnel Management Informa- 
tion Center at New Orleans. He 


| 
| 


came to the NAACP following | 


that employment. 
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NAACP VETERAN'S AFF Alps — Several’ members of the Kay, Brenda Stewart, Geraldine Clay, Charleene Walden and 
NAACP veteran’s affairs committee for the NAACP conven- Marie Eisom, chairperson of social activities for the women’s 
tion, Oct. 28-30, at Howard Johnson Motor Lodge, met recently auxiliary. Standing, William Hornbeak, Glenford Walden, 
at the Second Baptist Church to plan veteran’s activities during David Cook Jr., committee chairman; and Albert Jordan. 


thenopvention. Frgm peft:»(xeated) Mary ornbeak, Mary K. ; “oie House of Photography Photo 
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By JACK HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The 34th annual State Conference of 
NAACP Branches. in the second day of 
its three-day meeting in Terre Haute, 
continued a successful series of work- 
shops for both adults and young people 
Saturday, looking toward the evening 
banquet and awards to be presented 
there and during Sunday's closing ses- 
sions. 

The Loren Henry award will be pres- 
ented at the banquet to an NAACP 
member cited for “outstanding com- 
munity service in the State of Indiana." 

Events Sunday will feature programs 
of the Women's Auxiliary organization, 
including the Woman of the Year 
Award" and the President's Umbrella 
March and Style Show." 

Conference President Henry C. Mills 
chairs the central meetings of the event 
hosted by the Terre Haute Branch and 
Auxiliary President Hazel Minnefield 
presides at the functions conducted by 
that organization. The host is the Rev. 
Noel E. Hord, president of the Terre 
Haute Branch. 

Friday's Education Workshop, 
chaired by Jean L. Conyers, heading the 
State organization's work in that area, 


reported Saturday that the session was! 


"excellent — couldn't have been bet- 
ter." Participants included a panel con- 
sisting of Dr. James Conyers, Carl 
Riddle, Gary Daily, John Laska, Dr. 


andre , s and Dr. Everett 
Tarbox on the theme, “Racial Inequality 
of Education.” 

Concurrently throughout the work- 
shop sessions, which include topics on 
labor, housing, political action, veter- 
ans' affairs and legal redress, is the 
State Youth Conference with discussions 
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on “Youth Structure; -African Affairs 
and Education.” 


\ 
The featured speaker at Saturday's, 
Labor Luncheon was Robert Powell, 
first vice president of the Laborers’) 
International Union of North America, a 
native of Kansas City, now living in 
Washington, D.C., who is active in nu- 
merous organizations and efforts linked 
to the aims of both labor and the 
NAACP. 


He rose in the labor movement from 
membership in Laborers Local Union 
No. 1290, in Kansas City, in 1939. 
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been following a pattern of in- 
timidation! and harrassment by 
stopping .suspected so-called 
black mikitants” on sight and 
: 4uestioning( them regarding 
ing called by the local chapter es : : 
of the National Association for alleged dru traffic, + 
the Advancement of Colored —That tie police have re- 
People to discuss g worsening portedly used short wave-radio| 
relations between police and|in locating and watching! 
members of the black com-|Negroes in public assemblies be- 


q 
1 


‘munity, ec cause ot their race. "t 
Don Turner, president of the ] Tu ^ 


local NAACP chapter, told the| Two youths who were arrest. 
group he was heartened by the ed im the fracas told those 
(| 


large turnout. “Your presence|Present at Sunday's meeting}, 


and economie groups and about erupted when one policeman 


l ; „began clubbing a youth who had 
= ter + p + been arrested. He said this 
4 jade caused several of those present 


The meeting was an out- 
|o of a smaller meeting to merge around the squad car 


À causing the policemer to be- 
j|last Thursday night that de! ome further abusive. 


qu t Twelfth Street and|Only one phone call for all ten 
i e Avenug Jan, 16 in which arrested and of police tripping’ 
ten black youths were arrested: one youth as he stood with his 
O| —That the police’ initiated 

part of the violence by making 


_ Jarrests indiscriminately. ~ . |while- waiting to be questioned 
hat an excessive amount individually. i 


rather than diminish an other- friends and girls. No one was 
‘wise normal police call. present at the meeting from 


the city administration, 
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‘Vote...educate’ 


National officer speaks 
to local NAACP 


Sp FEB 1 1975 
By B. J. Vondersmith 


He rapped the brown wood of the lectern 
behind the altar table of Rev. Noel Hord’s 
Second Baptist Church. His message was 
“vote, organize, educate.” At 78 he is 
wizened only on the outside; his soul is 
very much alive and fighting for the cause. 

Alfred Baker Lewis is white, anglo-saxon 
and protestant. He is not a WASP, but he is 
an uppity white man. For fifty years the 
national treasurer emeritus of the NAACP 
has lived and worked the belief that black 
people are first class citizens. In the face 
of black opposition to both white people's 
concern and to the seemingly slow, con- 
servative and legalistic action of the 
NAACP, Lewis has stood his 57" scrawny 
ground. 

And he stood that ground on the twen- 
tieth day of January, 1975 before a meeting 
of the newly reorganized and rechartered 
Terre Haute chapter of the NAACP. The 
announced topics of his lecture were 
Gerald Ford's policies, the need for 
national health insurance, and the gains 
black people have made. 

Lewis excoriated Ford's complete 
disregard of the interest of black people," 
especially in the area of unemployment. He 
added that while Ford's appointment of a 
black man as Secretary of Transportation 
may seem to be a step forward, the new 
Secretary was previously a high executive 
with Pan American Airlines, a corporation 
seeking millions of dollars of relief from 
the Federal government. 

Lewis, Chairman of the Connecticut 
Health Security Action Committee, 
declared the need for national health in- 
surance "because we do not now have 


, 
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good medical care. We are the richest 


country and spend more on medical : 


research than other countries. So we 
should have the best medical care. We 
don't." He added that a good barometer of 
the state of our national health is infant 
mortality. The United States is 17th in the 
world for infant deaths, and the sixteen 
nations with lower rates all have some 
form of national health insurance. 

An active member of the NAACP for 
more than fifty years, Lewis devoted the 
third part of his address to a subject about 
which he has great knowledge and ex- 
perience--the gains made by black people 
in the last few years. 

As a preface to this positive side of his 
observations, the veteran civil rights ac- 
tivist reminded the audience of the men 
and women who have been murdered 
within the last twenty years for their 
devotion to the cause, of the children who 
have been kiled and injured, of the 
inescapable fact that none of the assassins 
were brought to justice. 

Black people have made gains primarily 
through participation in the politica! 
process. Of the more than 3,000 elected 
black officials, 1800 hold office in the for- 
mer confederate states. "More than 100 
cities have black mayors, including Los 
Angeles, the third largest city in the coun- 
try." Lewis suggested that White people 
are beginning to vote on the basis of 
ability and character instead of blindly 
voting along racial lines." He continually 
emphasized the need for people to vote 
and to organize. 

Part of the reason for Lewis's visit to 
Terre Haute was to lend assistance to the 
newly reorganized and rechartered local 
branch of the NAACP. After the address, 


t Rev. Noel Hord pointed out to the assem- 


| bled group that in 1968 the local branch 
|had a peak membership of 700 people. 

Hord. President of the local 
organization, urged the audience to en- 
courage friends and relatives to join the 
local chapter. Minimum membership is $4.. 
and with a $6. membership one receives 
Crisis, the national magazine of the 
NAACP. For those who can afford them, 
there are other memberships which allow 
more money to be devoted to the work of 
the organization at both the national and 
local levels. : 

Rev. Hord pointed out that We have 
come a long way since the NAACP was 
organized in 1924, but we have a great 
distance to travel. Bigotry, racism and 
poverty remain part of the fabric of life in 
Terre Haute. The NAACP may not be the 
only or the best organization fighting these 
‘ills, but in Terre Haute it’s the best 


organization to begin with. | encourage all! 


residents, black and white, to become part 
of the work." y . $ 
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Nis pou possede m the 
Advancement of Colored people 
las issued a statement to the 
news media repeating a protest 
it made last week at the arrest 
of 10 black youths following a 
disturbance on the night of Jan. 
16 at Twelfth and College 
Streets. 

The statement issued under 
the name of Wayne Patrick. 
chairman of public relations, is 
timed in advance of the sched- 
uled arraignment of the young 
men in City Court, which has | 
been set for Tuesday. ! 

+++ | 

The statement protests the le- | 
gal expense this will cause the 
young men and their families 
and declares the outcome of the 
case wilf be closely watched byf 
the members of the black com- 
munity. 

Previously the NAACP 
announced it had sent delegaj 
tions to the mayor, prosecuting 
attorney and chief of police. I 
was sought to have the charged 
dropped but the public official 
refused to take any such actioni 

+ + 

Police reports on the inciden 
were that a fight was reported 
outside a night club between twoi 
men, that a police squad carp 
sent to the scene had calmed 
this disturbance but that a 
whisky bottle was thrown E 
through the windshield of the 
police car as the officers later 13 
sat in the car keeping watch on 
the area. 

Other police, deputy sheriffs | 
and state police responded to a 
call for assistance and the two 
police were rescued írom the 
crowd of 150, according to the fi 
police report, and 10 persons ing 
the crowd were arrested onfa 
charges of assault and battery)“ 
on a police officer, disorderly P 
conduct and interfering withf 
police officers. 
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rtin Goodsoni, t an instruc- 

tof of physics at Indiana State 
University, was 'elected presi- 
dent of the Terre Haute Chap- 
ter of the National Association 
for the advancement of: 
People Tuesday night.. 

Goodsoni replaces D 
er as leader of the organization. 

Other officers elected netüd- 
ed Leroy Shelton, continuisg | las 
| vee president; Walter Gerdon, 
continuing as second vicebpresi- 
|dent. Wilma Graves, branch 
secretary; Michael m, 
executive secretary, ad, Bich- 
ard Ponds, treasurer, 

Installation “of the new offic- 
ers will be in a few wecks. 
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MARCH DELEGATION | the Evangelical United Breth- 


ren Church, and Evan Good- 
WELCOMED humit | man, a senior at Indiana State 
Trt se 3 | College. 


he National Association for; Mayor Ralph Tucker and Su- 

ine Kaea ot Colored |perior Court Judge Harold 
eople welcome ome loca 
participants in the Aug. 28 civi jBitzegaio spoke briefly at the 
rights march on Washington Sroup's session. 
during the organization's meet The Rev. Fr. Powers com- 
ing Wednesday night. f mented that he was most im- 

Greeted by members of the|pressed on two points: All of 
local branch were: the Rev. | the people present were really 
Samuel P. Jones of Saulters dedicated to a cause and reli- 
Methodist Church; the Rev. gion dominated the scene. He 
George Powers of St. Leonard's further pointed out that the 
Church; Mrs, Daisy Hood, secre.|idea of violence was prepos- 
tary of the local NAACP; the terous at such a place of devo- 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Goenig of! tion and dedication. 
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Turner Chosen 


President of 3 
Local NAACP 
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Don Turner officially began 
dutzes as the 1969-70 president 
‘of the Terre Haute NAACP dur- 
ing the monthly branch meeting 
{Tuesday night at the Hyte Com- 
EE Center. Other new offi- 


cers are: Leroy Shelton, first 
vice president; Herman Rob. 
erts, second vice president; | 
Linda Graves, recording secre-| 
tary; Carole Shouse, executive: 
secretary, and James Ross, 
treasurer. 


Ernest Anderson, outgoing 
president, expressed apprecia- 
tion for the cooperation and as- 
sistance extended by the mem- 
bership during his term of 
office. 

The chapter pledged a con- 
tinuous financial assistance pro- 
gram for Louis B. Russell, 
world’s 34th heart transplant pa- 
tient and former Terre Haute 
resident. Turner made the fol- 
lowing statement: 

"I accept the presidency with 
honor, pride, dedication and 
hope in the vital days ahead that 
progress toward total equality! 
can be achieved through peace-| 
ful means. The city of Terre 
4 Haute is far behind in the grant- 
ing of equal opportunity for all 
its citizens in such vital areas 
as housing, education and em- 

ployment. 
| “In 1969 we shall attempt to 
penetrate the void of apathy in 
the city on the part of the black 
community, It is disgraceful for 
our organization to sit back and 
| let a handful of white persons 
do the things for us that we 
| should be doing for ourselves. 


"We must light a verbal fire 
under the black educators, the 
black clergy, and the few black, 
businessmen and women of our 
community. These are the peo-| 
ple that the hope and aspira-| 
tions of the city's poor black| 
people rest. We must somehow: 
convince business and profes- 
sional people that their two-, 


dollar contribution per year isi 


not enough! The. NAACP needs! 
their ability, skills and knowl- 
edge to make our organization: 
strong. | 
| “We need youth in our organ- 
ization, but we also need vis. 
dom and experience. Thus we 
need to harness the energies and | 
talents of young black activists 
and at the same time maintain 
Hs) wisdom and experience we: 
have accumulated in the past. 
"In my opinion our first pri- 
ority is to build the branch's 
financial strength. In this time! 
of social unrest, the interest has. 
been focused on black power, 
but I suggest that we concen- 
trate on green power for the 
time being. Every effort must 
be made to improve our finan- 
cial strength so we can be in-: 
dependent and self-sufficient.! 
Once this is done, we can be-: 
come a more meaningful cham-i 
pion of racial justice in Terre 
Haute." | 
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Local NAACP Backs 


New Civic Center 


The executive board of thejthe following public statement 
National Association for the Ad-|about the direction and policy 
vancement of Colored People|of NAACP. 
has issued a statement to clarify + + + 
the local NAACP position, in| «Working toward interracial 
view of recent developments at harmony and community im- 
Hyte Center. provement, we support the pend 

Meeting at the Second Baptistjing coalition board for the new 
Church Thursday, the board|civic center within the Hyte 
said: area. 

"As responsible citizens in a We deplore violence in gen- 
period of turmoil within the|eral and especially the inci- 
communitv. we wish to make dents with respect to the rail- 

> oad car and the defacing of 
he Hyte Center building.” 

+ + + 

The pending coalition board 
refers to four groups: Young 
Blacks for a Better Commu- 
nity, Community Advisers to 
the Community Action Program 
(CATCAP), Hyte Community 
Center Board and NAACP, all 
of whom hope to formulate plans 
for a new community center in 
E Hyte area. 


A recent gift of a library rail- 
road car for the purpose of es- 
tablishing a library in the Hyte 
community was rejected by the 
group, and representatives of 
the four-named groups are now 
meeting to plan a larger cen- 
ter. 
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NAACP to playiliost 


County chairmen for the De- 
mocrat and Republican parties are 
Scheduled to discuss election issues 
during a local NAACP meeting on 
Monday. 

Terre Haute mayoral candidates 
P. Pete Chalos and Kirby D. Smith 
also are expected to attend and 
answer questions. 

Wesley J. Lyda, newly elected 
president of the Terre Haute branch 
of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 
will conduct the meeting. It begins 
at 7 p.m. in the Calvary Baptist 
Church, 1100 S. 13% St. 

Lyda, professor emeritus of secon- 
dary education and director 
emeritus of Indiana State Universi- 
tys Center for Afro-American 
Studies, previously served as local 
president from January 1979 through 
August 1980. He resigned to accept a 
position as academic dean at Paine 
College, Augusta, Ga. 

A native of Terre Haute, Lyda was 
graduated from Wiley High School 
and earned degrees at DePauw 
University, Indiana State University 
and Indiana University. In 1973 he 
was honored by DePauw which 
granted him its distinguished alumni 
award. 

In addition to his active participa- 
tion in the NAACP, Lyda is a 
member of the Kiwanis Club, a 
member of the Board of Com- 
missioners of the Terre Haute 


to local politicians. 


Housing Authority, Leadership 
Terre Haute and the Lighthouse 
Mission. 


Serving with Lyda are Phillip . 


Raspberry, first vice president; 
Hénry Barnhill, second vice presi- 
dent; Annetta Sweatt, 
and Mary K. Kay, treasurer. 


Lyda has named the following 


members to head committees: 
David Cook, armed services and 
veterans' affairs; Shelvy Keglar, 
communications; Hazel Lowenstein, 
education; Mary K. Kay, finance; 
Fred Draper, housing; Charles 
Dickson, labor and in- 
dustry/economic development; 
Robert Hellmann, legal redress; 
Mary Hornbeak, membership; 
Phillip Raspberry, political action; 
Warren Swindell, press and publici- 
ty; Kenny Andrews, religious af- 
fairs; Minnie Lyda, youth work; 


Alfreda Buckner, life membership; 
Mary K. Kay, holiday seal, and 
Henry Barnhill, freedom fund. 


secretary; 


N 


Members of the local NAACP branch 
recently discussed membership goals and 
elected officers in two separate sessions. 

The life membership committee of the 
local NAACP adopted the 1981 theme of 
Life Membership, the Cost Is Modest, the 
Value Is Priceless. What Is More Impor- 
tant Than Freedom?“ at a meeting at the 
home of Dr. Hazel Loewenstein. 

À minimum goal was set of add 25 life 
and subscribing memberships. 

The 10 fully paid life members and four 
subscribing members of the Terre Haute 
branch were recognized. Eight new sub- 
scribing memberships were obtained. 

Alfreda Buckner and Luella Casson 
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Membership discussed, officers elected by ‘NAACP 


serve as dus q. of ke local life 
membership committee. 

At a general membership meeting, the 
Rev. Theodore N. Christopher, pastor of 
the Spruce Street A.M.E. Church, was 
installed as president of the Terre Haute 
Branch of the NAACP recently. 


Other newly elected officers who were in- 
stalled at the meeting include: the Rev. Cleytus 
Malone, first vice president; the Rev. E.D. 
Harper, second vice president; Lorine Ladd, 
secretary; Wilma Wilkins, assistant secretary; 
and Mary K. Kay, treasurer. 

The executive committee chairmen are: 
Henry Barnhill, freedom fund committee: 
David. Cook, armed services and veterans af- 


fairs committee; Luella Casson, education com- 
mittee; Dr. Donald Yates, housing committee 
Dr. Fred Draper, legal redress committee; 
Alfreda Buckner, life membership committee; 
Warren Clevenger, membership committee; 
Louis Ross, political action committee: and Dr. 
Warren Swindell, public relations committee. 

Committees for Afro-American cultural, 
technological, scientific olympics (ACT-SO), 
labor and industry, and holiday seals are yet to 
be named. 

All officers and executive committee 
chairmen were either elected or appointed 
for two-year terms. 

The installation ceremony was con- 
ducted by the Rev. Joseph W. Wilkins, 
pastor of the Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church. 
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“Happy with the turnout” were 
the words that Don Turner, pres- 
ident of the local chapter of the 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, 


used to describe his reaction to 
the NAACP Workshop held Sat- 
urday at the Second Baptist 
Church at 14th and Oak Sts. 

Scores of people streamed in 
and out of the church all day, 
staying to hear just what was of 
particular interest to them or to 
stay for the day. 

The theme for the workshop 
was “Does Terre Haute Have a 
Racial Problem?"', and this was 
answered by all speakers with a 
“yes.” 

Dr. James Conyers of the De- 
partment of Sociology at Indiana 
State University was the sum-| 
mation speaker, with his address! 
entitled. Crucial Issues in Civil 
Rights.“ \ 

Conyers pointed out that in any 
" city ere the income for a Ne- 
j ro male is less than half of a 
| NAACP WORKSHOP LADIES—Don Turner, far right, president of the local NAACP, with oth- Site male, there is definitely a 

ers who participated in the workshop which was held al day Saturday at the Second Baptist racial problem. 

Church. The program was entitled, *Does Terre Haute Have a Racial Problem?" From left: He also pointed out that 67 per 

Ernest Leroy Shelton, Ist vice president of the local NAACP; Linda Graves, recording sec- cent of the Negro women who 

retary at the workshop; Rev, Reedie Moore, St. Paul's Baptist Church, and President Turner. are employed in Terre Haute are 
| Martin Photo. employed in private homes as 

, domestics. * 
| Conyers also urged that the 
blame for the plight of the 
| American Negro be placed 
Community Affairs File where it belongs: on the white 
Americans. He said that it was 
| the white man who first brought 


the Negroes to this country, not 

some “terrible blight in Africa 

9801 n = that made all those people swim 

` 1 -ULAIE over here.” 

In his summation speech, 

Conyers hit upon all the topics 

which were discussed in groups 

and gave his views on each. He 

said that we can have no civil 

rights until we first have hu- 

man rights." Only after this 


EE 


VIGO COUNTY DINT IC TTDODAD' happened, he said, could we 
IUU LUURI I FI ID hA I have civil rights. . 

"ES ; e aiso gave 3 istory on 

TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA the growth of racism, which he 


said was the real problem con- 
fronting the civil rights move- 
ment. d 
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NAACP President, was named 
chairman of a special legal de- 
fense study committee at the 
regular session of the Indiana 
State Board of Officers for the 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, 
held Saturday in Indianapolis. ' 

The appointment was made 
by State NAACP President, 
George A. Satterwhite of Ander- 

on. Other members of the com- 
mittee are Ida M. Jones, Mar- 
ion: Paula Graves, Indianapolis; | 
Dewitt C. Hunter, South Bend, 
and Henry C. Mills, Marion. 

The special committee was 
formed following Turner’s pro- 
posal which called for better! 
state legal defense guidelines. 
| Noting that local communities 
such as Terre Haute and Marion 
could not muster legal defense 
drives large enough to handle 
many cases, Turner suggested 
that each local branch contrib- 
ute to a state fund. His proposal 
also included a retainer fee for 
lawyers who would serve and 
be on call to all local branches 
and its individual members 
(subject to verification by the 
local president and/or executive 
board). 

Other items discussed at the 
Session included present branch 
problems from many Indiana 
cities, the NAACP National Con- 
vention and a report on the Fall 

| 1969 State NAACP Conference. 
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NAACP protests alleged police action * 


pow SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune-Star Staff Writer 

The local National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People 
chapter is protesting alleged police 
brutality against two black Terre 
Hauteans. 

But Vigo County Prosecutor Eric 
M. Abel said the April 23 arrest of 
Shelvy Keglar, 35, former clinical 

-psychologist at Hamilton Center, 
. was not racially motivated. 

The chapter conducted a press 
conference at Hyte Center, 1101 S. 
13th St., Thursday night. Keglar 
said prior to the news conference 
that he did not ask the NAACP to 
initiate it. "It's something they're 
doing themselves." He did attend 
the conference. 

The NAACP is concerned about 
the ‘‘alleged police brutality and 
violation of civil rights by the Terre 
Haute Police Department and the 
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management of the Sheraton Inn of 
Terre Haute, said Warren Swin- 
dell, NAACP publicity chairman. 

The other individual is Carl E. 
Miller, 31, 414% Gilbert St. Miller 
was arrested last month on charges 
of resisting arrest and three counts 
of battery, according to court re- 
cords. He appeared in Circuit Court, 
and was released on a property 
bond, set at $25,000, no 10 percent. 
He did not attend the conference nor 
could he be reached for comment. 

The NAACP alleged that Keglar 
was harassed and abused by the 
security guard," and that Miller 
was beaten and dragged from his 
home on April 11, 1983, clad only in 
his shorts and held in jail on 
spurious charges.“ 

The NAACP said Keglar was re- 
fused service at the Sheraton April 
23 after he failed to produce identi- 
fication. Keglar was arrested on 
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charges of resisting arrest and dis- 
orderly conduct. according to jail 
records. 

He was released on his own recog- 
nizance by City Court Judge James 
Lewis. 

The case is being transferred to 
County Court Division 5, Abel said. 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 
would not release police records of 
the Keglar incident, saying he 
feared the matter will result in a 
civil suit. 

"As far as I'm concerned the 
policeman was an employee of the 
Sheraton," he said. 

Loudermilk said he told Keglar to 
file a complaint with the police 
merit board commission. Keglar 
said he has done so. 

Regarding the Miller incident, the 
police chief said police officers had 
to serve legal papers on him, and 
Miller refused to be served. 
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e Terre Haute Bra... vz:tfié 
NAACP has announced the appoint- 
ment of a special coomittee to 
coordinate local efforts for the 
NAACP's scholarship motivation pro- 
gram during the coming year. 

Organizational meetings 
throughout the 1979-80 year will be 
concerned with identifying and aiding 
the gifted and talented minority 
children and to assist local students 
who qualify in entering national com- 
petitions to identify especially gifted 
children in a variety of artistic and 
academic areas. 

The local committee includes Reva 
Alexander, Joyce Bibbs, Jerri Dean 
Clay, Sylvia Laska, Annetta Sweat, 
Barbara Wilson, Grace Swanson, 
Penny Kyker, Merideth Lyda, Dr. 
Fred Draper, Dr. George Smith, the 
Rev. B.L. Ratcliffe, Dr. Hazel 
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Loewenster And, Jonna Atkins. 


The first program concerning the 
Cultural 


Afro-America 
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Technological Scientific Olympics 
(ACT-SO) which is sponsored by the 
NAACP and the American Associa- 
tion of University Women through its 
education committee, is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Monday at the Vigo County 
Public Library. Program speaker 
will be Sandra Parks Black, im- 
mediate past president of the Indiana 
Association for the Gifted and cur- 
rently serving on the Council for 
Exceptional Children Delegate As- 
sembly. : 

Black will bring her experience and 
expertize in the areas of identifying 
gifted children and program planning 
for the gifted to the discussion. 

The meeting is open to the public 
and especially to individuals in- 
terested in becoming involved with 
the ACT-SO program to recognize the 
potential of minority youth. 
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NAACP Announces 
Award Winners. 


The NAACP Freedom Fund banquet on March 1 
also served as the regular monthly meeting of the 
Terre Haute Branch of the NAACP, according to 
branch president Dr. Wesley J. Lyda. Accordingly. 
the meeting normally scheduled on the third 
Monday of each month will be cancelled for March. | 

Dr. Lyda also announced the names of award 
winners cited at the annual banquet. Top winner: 
was Mrs. Demetrius Ewing who was presented the 
Sojourner Truth Award. The president's award. 
established just this year, was given to the Rev. 
Morris Blade. minister to the congregation at 
‘Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, in recognition | 
of his notable contributions to the NAACP. 
Certificates. "Service Recognition Awards", 
were presented by Lyda to this year's committee 
chairmen and resource persons. These included 
David Cook. Mr. and Mrs. James Walton, Dr. Hazel 
Loewenstein, Mrs. Cleta Harris, the Rev. Theodore 
Christopher. Ms. Mary K. Kay. Dr. Donald Yates, 
Wilburn Smith, Dr. Fredrick Draper, Warren 
Clevenger, Charles Brown, Louis K. Ross, the Rev. 
Cleytus Malone. Thomas Waldon, Mrs. Minnie 
Lyda, Mrs. Geraldine Bradford and Ernest An- 
derson. 

Also honored were the current officers of the 
branch along with those members who served as 
the committee for the banquet. | 

The April meeting of the branch executive board | 
will take place at 2 p.m. Saturday, April 5, at the 
home of Dr. Lyda. —_— 8 
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PRESENT PROCLAXATION-—Robert Russell, second (from tcf, a member of the board, 
Terre Haute chapter, NAACP, presents a proclama Pin vs enit Court Judge II. 
Ralph Johnston, back £o camera, urging all pos 1 si iy i sronp in their struggle 
for equality. May Raloh Tucker, extreme lelt, and Rev. Summe: Jones. right, pastor of the 
Sanlters Methodist Church and president o£ the local NAACP chapter, look on. The presen 
tation ceremony fhitowed a mamarial march down Wabash avenue Saturday morning in 
tribute to intogra Wio Jeader Medgar Evers, who was slain ¥ednesday at Jackson, Miss, 
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A momenet merci in tribute te integration leader Medgar — 
E PS wus CU Js Phy erre Haute Saturday be Iacel members 22 — 
of ihe National Kess tian for the Advancement of Colored — ee = 
People, ] e = 
The march, Whic nol under way Saturday morning at the 9. — c» 
intersection of Eighth street and Wabash avenue, ended on the £x = 
wast steps of the Vigo County Sra — i 
Conrthouse buildin wiere the’ Maru [a 
group presented Aajni mafiou! , 4 
to Vigo "m ci ee uige n | In remarks to the assembled ork, I 
Ralph Johnston. The proclama- throng, Johnson complimented CA e 
tion urged all persons io join the group on its peaceful demon- — — = 
with the group in their siruggle| |Stration. 55 iA e — 2 c2 
for equality. These are difficult times, 
The resolution read: “We call} |e, stated. 1 en 
upon you and all clected offi- MA EA Pap e > 


cials of the city and county 
government to lodge a protest 
with our representatives in 


ccive your proclamation," John- 
ston continued. 


| “As far as my court is con- 
ji ee E re" » | 
Washington regarding Evers ‘cerned, there are no Second 


death and the conditions gen- class citizens. Justice like 
erally prevailing in the area of equality should be given need 
all rights in our country. y. | 

“This demonstration is simul. "As an individual and as 2 
taneuos with (he funeral serv judge, I pledge you my complete 
ices of Medgar Evers in Jack- cooperation. No matter what the 
son, Miss. We are calling upon laws state, the important thiug 
the citizens of Terre Haute to: |is what is in a man's heart. ^ 
join with us in our.all-out strug- 


gle for equality," the proclama- Ex Hi edi pco tar ae 
{ion concluded. — ' REFGRENCE 
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Black History of Terre Haute 
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et of Two Parts 


by Cathy Scott 

In 1885 the state legislature enacted a 
law that prohibited discrimination on 
account of race in inns, restaurants, 
barbershops, and other places of accomo- 
dation. This was generally ignored 
nationwide---and also in Vigo County. 

However, the black members of this 
community did not retreat from progress, 
and they established their own schools, 
churches, civic centers, hospitals, and 
orphan home. They organized the local 
NAACP in 1919, which became one of the 
most active branches in Indiana. 


r Public Discrimination 


Before the 1960's blacks could not eat in 
certain restaurants in the city. ‘‘We were 
not permitted in the Goodie Shop, says 
Ernie Anderson, 1967-68 president of the 
local NAACP. However, in 1964 we met 
with the Chamber of Commerce and that 
night the city restaurants were packed 
with black customers celebrating the 
ultimate decision.” 

The members of the NAACP did not stop 
at this point. 

In 1967, Anderson's chapter, which 
included 125 members, 600 paper mem- 
berships and 13 committees, confronted 
area factories and business establish- 
ments. By the end of the year Columbia 
Broadcasting Systems (CBS) had hired 
their first black employee. Commercial 
Solvents started to provide on-the-job 
¿raining for their newly hired black 
employees. And many other small jobs 
such as grocery sacking were made 
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available to the younger blacks through 
the efforts of the NAACP workers. 

We've done a marvelous job since we 
started," commented Anderson. “Today 
prejudice is in the background. There is 
still some, but I don’t think it is enough to 
hurt.“ 

Anderson eredits much of the commun- 
ity's progress with his parent's generation. 
"Before the 1920's many blacks were 
brought up in fear,“ he said. Many were 
trained to stay in their place and were told 
tales of slavery." 

And traces of slavery continued to haunt 
citizens of Lost Creek in the 1920's. 

"I remember whe:. members of the Ku 
Klux Kln usd te .ss through the area at 
night, looking „stills because it was the 
prohibition." Anderson said. They never 
caused any trouble -- they just wanted us to 
know they were there.” 


Interracial Taboo 


It was during this time that Terre Haute 
witnessed its first lynching. “A young boy 
was accused of raping and murdering a 
white girl,” he said. He was immediately 
taken to the Wabash River Bridge and 
there was nothing we could do for him." 

There was a time when a black male 
couldn't be seen with a white girl," 
Anderson recalls, “You would be charged 
with association if you were caught in a 
white woman's house and faced the 
possibility of a lynching if you dated 
interracially." However, in 1964 this type 
of dating became understood and one 
sees a bit of it now." 

Despite the racial problems that 
dominated the city, the black citizens of 
Terre Haute fulfilled the needs of many of 


their people. 3 

The Phillis Ws] Association was 
developed in 1923 under the leadership of 
Grace Evans. The group conducted a 
boarding house at 1105 Poplar Street for 
young black working women. It was later 
converted into dormatory facilities for 
black female students attending Indiana 
State Teacher’s College. When accomoda- 
tions became available for thse students 
on campus, the director sold the building 
and corporation. Proceeds from the sale 
were used to buy a $500 life membership in 
the NAACP and to provide a Student Loan 
Fund at the college. 


Black Institutions Established 


In the 1930's the Vigo County Citizens’ 
Civic Welfare Committee saw need for an 
orphan's home. Under the leadership of 
Daisy Hood, the group sought government 
aid and bought the old Judge Swange 
farm. Two buildings were erected where 
the Glenn Home is today. 

In 1923 the first black hospital was 
opened. Named after its founder, it was 
entitled the Hoover Sanitarium. The Hyte 
Community Center was established in 
1942. Named after Charles T. Hyte, a civic 
leader and former teacher in the Indiana 
school systems, it stills exists today. 

The first black schools in the area were 
the Booker T. Washington School and The 
Abraham Lincoln School, In 1962, when the 
Abraham Lincoln School wàs integrated, 
it was renamed the Benjamin Franklin 
School. Other schools developed for blacks 
were the Dunbar School and the Douglass 


School. The oldest church in this area is 
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the Allen Chapel. Founded in 1860, it is 


today a historic landmark. Other churches 
of every denomination were later develop- 
ed, one of the dominant ones being the 
First Baptist Church. 


Black History Observed 


Since black history was not taught much 
in the early school systems, the black 
citizens of Terre Haute often observed 
birthdays of prominant black figures, 
according to Mrs. Jean Anderson, wife of 
Dr. Lewis Anderson, retired area dentist. 
"We used to observe the birthdays of 
Booker T. Washington. Frederick Doug- 
lass, Phillis Wheately and others," she 
said, “It was at this time we would gather 
and discuss the history of these people." 

"Churches, civic organizations and 
lodges were very influential during these 
times," she added. 

“My generation was the last generation 
to keep quiet," she said. I think today 
there is more freedom of choice among us. 
And there is a great deal more opportunity 
for our children. Many of them are 
becoming teachers, engineers, preachers, 
doctors, dentists, lawyers, . where we 
were taught to just get along, they seem to 
be going beyond." 

Terre Haute continues to see the 
prosperity of its black residents.... 

Special thanks to the following whose 
time made this series of articles possible: 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Anderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Anderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Edwards 
Mrs. John Laska 
Mrs. Selma Tribble 


Benjamin Franklin School at 16th and Elm 
Streets. Before its integration in 1962 the 


er us. 


school was known as Abraham Lincoln | 
School. It stands as a familiar landmark. + 


B 
One of the first black schools in the Terre School, which stands at 13th and Cruft 
Haute area, the Booker T. Washington Streets, néar Hyte Community Center. 
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“Being average wont EA it. 

That s a simple but powerful 
message 26-year-old Rev. 

ge is carrying to members of 
the black community in Terre 
Haute. 

The new president of Terre 
Haute's chapter of the NAACP tells 
blacks young and old attke they 
must strive to be above average 
and excellent in education, skills 
and abilities if they are to succeed 
in today’s world. 

Rascoe relates how he listened to 
William Augustus Jones speak 
Jan. 20, as the nation for the first 
finie celebrated Martir Luther 

King Jey) 1.8 Pa d as a national 
holiday. "What has hap Ed to 
King's dream? Nothing 
happensd to the aecant” Rasted 
said J ones told his Indianapolis 
audience. “What has happened to 
us? Many of us have in a false way 
allowed ourselves to believe we : 
have arrived. We have not arrived." 

In fact, the Hopkinsville, Ky., 
native said, things are much worse 
for black Americans now than they 
were in the '60s. "Fewer blacks are 
going to law and medical school, 
and the numbers are continuing to 
decline." 

What has particularly distressed 
him was a recent visit to the 
federal penitentiary south of Terre 
Haute. "If you want to know where 
our black people are, go out to the 
prison. Something is wrong with 

our government and our judicial 
system. It doesn't make sense 
when a group representing 12 
percent of the total population can 
make up half the prison ; 
population,” he said. 
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Kaufman 
writes here 
each Monday, 
Wednesday, 
Friday and 
Sunday about 
life and those 


who live it in 
By Susan J. the Wabash 
Kaufman Valley. 


Rascoe has dreams too. “We have 
7,000 blacks in Terre Haute and 
just one person on the school board, 
no one on the City Council. I’ve 
been talking to folks at the 
penitentiary about hiring more 

lacks. We’ve been blinded by the 

few individuals who are in high 
places. We still have more blue- 
collar workers, the high-school 
dropout rate is staggering and 
unemployment is double that of 
whites. The income gaps are 
growing wider and wider.“ 

Rascoe believes that black 
Americans must pool numerical 
resources and become politically 
involved, and sees that activity 
beginning in the churches. 

hat's why the youthful father of 
a 2-year-old daughter, with 
another child on the way, has 
chosen the ministry. 

Rascoe was just 4 years old when 
his family moved to Indianapolis. 
He finished high school at North 
Central in 1978 and attended 


newswoman,: 


1979 to 1982. He worked for The 
Tribune-Star in the circulation 
department for a time, and began 
to take the ministry seriously in 
1980. “I was licensed in 1980, sold 
insurance for a while and was 
ordained in 1981,” he said. He was 
called to First Free Will Baptist 
Church at 1226 S. 13th St. in 1983. 
When his wife, Trudy, completed 
her training as a registered nurse, 
Larry quit his insurance job and 
went into the ministry full-time. 

] find that we are stewards, co- 
partners with God and God has 
given us a tremendous 
responsibility. I must be 
responsible to use what God has 

"m in a way that will give glory 

ack to him. My time, talent, 
abilities must all be incorporated i in 
that." 

Larry and I talked Monday — his 
day off. Earlier that morning he 
had taken a young man out to 
Indiana Vocational Technical 
College to register for classés. He 
had several appointments yet lined 
up for the day. 

He has a radio broadcast Sunday 
mornings at 7:30 a'm. on WBOW, 
has started church schools on 
Saturday and Monday and dreams 
of one day having a Baptist School: 
“I see other churches doing it. Why 
can't we? Compare a white church 
and a black church. The white 
churches have schools, hospitals, 
colleges, day-care centers. We have 

ot to dream. Where there is no 
ream seed perish. 

ail need dreamers, they're the 


Local educator to speak. 
‘New Directions’ eyed in NAACP address - 


Barbara A. Sizemore, a native of 
Terre Haute and distinguished 
educator, will be the guest speaker at 


the NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner , 


7:30 p.m. Friday at the Holiday Inn. 

She will be speaking on New 
Directions for the NAACP.” The din- 
ner is co-sponsored by the NAACP 
and the Terre Haute Negro Business 
and Professional Women's Club, Inc. 
Tickets may be obtained from Floyd 
Baxter, Alfreda Buckner or Mary 
Kay, members of the Freedom Fund 
Dinner Committee. 

The speaker has a master's degree 


rit 
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Sizemore 
3 speaks Friday 
B at Holiday Inn 


in Elementary Education which she 
received from Northwestern Univer- 
sity. She is presently working on a 
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doctorate in educational adminis- 
tration at the University of Chicago. 

She holds several honorary degrees 
including a Doctor of Laws Degree 
from Delaware State College, a Doc- 
tor of Letters Degree from Central 
State University and a Doctorate in 
Humane Letfers from Baltimore Col- 
lege of the Bible at Baltimore. 

She has taught at several Chicago 
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public schools and was an instructor : 


at Northeastern Illinois State Univer- 
sity. Prior to her present appoint- 
ment as associate professor of Black 
Communi; Community, Education, 
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Research and Development at the 
University of Pittsburgh, Sizemore 
was superindendent of schools at ihe 
District of Columbia Public School 
system and was Educational Consul- 
tant at Washington, D.C, 

In addition to serving as an educa- 
tional consultant for more than 75 
schools and organizations, Sizemore 
has also published several writings in 
educational magazines. 

Some of her better known writings 
include “Push Politics and the 
Education of America's Youth” in 
the Phi Delta Kappan” magazine, 
"Desegregation and the Black Stu- 
dent," in “The Education Digest" 
and "Education for Liberation" in 
“School Review“ magazine. 

Honors received by Sizemore In- 
clude the Maude G. Reynolds Classi- 
cal Language Scholarship, Danforth 
Feilowship, Chicago Board Fellow- 
ship, Northwestern University Alum- 
ni Association Merit Award, U.S. 
National Commission for UNESCO, 
and Who's Who Among Black Ameri- 
cans, 

She is a member of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
African Heritage Studies Association, 
the board of directors of National 
Alliance of Black School Educators, 
National Council of Negro Women, 
Pittsburgh Urban League and In- 
stitute of the Black World board of 
advisors. 
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About 400 members of The Terre 
Haute branch of the NAACP 
gathered Saturday evening to 
present its yearly Freedom Fund 
Awards, t 

Dr. Wesley J. Lyda, branch presi- 
dent, money from the fund-raising 
event goes to local and national 
NAACP offices to help with the 
organization's 75-year march to 
freedom. 

Certificates of recognition went to 
| the chairpersons of the following 
committees: David Cook, armed 


al NAACP gives F 


services and veterans affairs; Dr. 
Shelvy Keglar, communications; Dr. 
Hazel Lowenstein, education; Mary 
K. Kay, finance; Henry Barnhill, 
Freedom Fund; Dr. Fred Draper, 
housing; Charles Dickson, labor and 
industry, and Economic Develop- 
ment (including Fair Share); Robert 
Hellmann, legal redress; Mary 
Hornbeak, membership; Phillip 
Raspberry, political action; Dr. 
Warren C. Swindell, press and 
publicity; Paulette Harris Spicer 
and Wesley Lyda (interim co- 


ese 1984 


freedom Fund awards 


chairs), religious affairs; Minnie V. 
Lyda, youth work (ACTSO); Alfreda 
Buckner, life membership; Mary K. 
Kay, holiday seals; and Paulette 
Spicer and Lonnie Wade, musicians. 

Also receiving certificates of re- 
cognition were local NAACP chapter 
officers: Phillip Raspberry, first 
vice president; Henry Barnhill, 
second vice president; Annetta 
Sweatt, secretary; Marietta 
Houston, assistant secretary; and 
Mary K. Kay treasurer. 

The Branch Award went to Dr. 


Warren C. Swindell. Community 
Service Awards went to Dr. Fred 
Draper and Phillip Raspberry. Thé 
President's Award was given to 
Alfreda Buckner. UA 

The Sojourner Truth Award was 
presented to Mary K. Kay by Yvonne 
Sutton, second vice president of-the 


NB&PW Chapter. * 


Appreciative statements went tg 
advisors Elder Jester Purnell, 
Thomas Walden, Walter Edwards 
and to Marietta Houston (assistant 
secretary and typist). 18 
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Joyce Watson n ne 
local NAACP head... 


Joyce J. i MR is the new president of ^ vn Terre 


Haute Branch of the NAACP. Elected at the 
December election meeting, Ms. Watson will of- 
ficially begin her term at the first regular meeting 
of 1983. 

The meeting has been scheduled at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 17, at the Charles T. Hyte Communi- 
ty Center, 1100 College Ave. The agenda will be 


concerned with plans for the Freedom Fund ban- 


quet. 
Ms. Watson is employee relations representative 


with Arco Metals (Anaconda), a post she has filled 
for the past 18 months. Prior to her arrival in Terre 
- Haute, she was a resident of Flint, Mich., and 


active in community and political affairs. 


She earned her B.A. degree in industrial psy- 
. chology and an M.S. in labor and industrial rela- 


tions — both from Michigan State University, East 
Lansing. 

She is a member of the Indiana Association of 
Black Psychologists, the Wabash Valley Personnel 
Association, the Negro Business and Professional 
Women's Association and the Urban League. 

As president of the local branch, Ms. Watson has 
set voter f as the primary goal of her 


àdministration. 
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State 
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reforms in crimi 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Members of Indiana's National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People called for reforms in 
the state criminal justice system 
and new presidential leadership, 
during a quarterly meeting at Hyte 
Center Saturday. 

State president Franklin E. 
Breckinridge presided at the general 
session. The meeting was hosted by 
the NAACP's Terre Haute branch, 
with nearly 100 members attending 
from throughout the state. 

Breckinridge said he and other 
state NAACP leaders met with Gov. 
Robert Orr Thursday, at which time 
Orr said he planned to enact an 
executive order making the birthday 
of Martin Luther King Jr. a state 


T 5 JUN 1 7 1984 
holiday effective Jan. 1, 1985. 

The civil rights leader's birthday 
would be a federal holiday as of 
January 1986. 

During its meeting with Orr, 
Breckinridge said, the state delega- 
tion asked for measures which would 
benefit minorities in the criminal 
justice system. 

"There is a double standard. 
There's no question about it," 
Breckinridge said. 

They asked the governor to use his 
influence and encourage local gov- 
ernment bodies to implement 
"sensitivity training" sessions for 
local police forces, designed to train 
police in dealing with the arrest of 
minorites. 

The contingent also asked Orr for 
support in repealing the fleeing felon 
Statute, because the NAACP 


members believe a disproportionate 


Ui aker urges 


al justice 


number of victims are black. In- 
stead, they believe officers should be 
authorized to use deadly force only 
under life-threatening situations. 

Regarding the upcoming national. 
election, Breckinridge said the 
NAACP would like to see the 
election of a candidate who will 
"stop retrogression of civil rights 
efforts," which has happened under 
the Reagan administration. The 
NAACP state president said Reagan 
has failed to enforce affirmative : 
action, or has enforced it in a way 
which is meaningless. 

Breckinridge and local NAACP 
chapter president Wesley Lyda» 
praised Mayor Pete Chalos for 
attending the meeting. 

The Terre Haute chapter has 550 
members, which Lyda said is more. 
than 10 percent of the black popula: 
tion in Terre Haute. 
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State NAACP members meet here ; - 
State NAACP official Jonathan Comer speaks at criminal justice system, a state Martin Luther King a 
quarterly meeting Saturday at Terre Haute’s Hyte Nen =a 
i Center. Main topics were reforms of Indiana's Jr. observance and new presidential leadership. . ap 
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Outstanding black students 


Local high-school students were recognized Sun- 
day for various achievements in scholarship, 
leadership, service and citizenship by the Terre 
Haute branch of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. Standing with 


Tribune-Star/Jim Avelis 


oustanding students Gregory Allen, leadership; 
Saundra Lee, service and scholarship winner; Elaine 
Brown, leadership and scholarship winner; Marvin 
Utley, service; Jason Bynum, citizenship and Harold 
Allen, service. One of the winnners not pictured is 


local NAACP president Wesley L. Lyda are 


Local NAA 


Carmen Brown, citizenship. 


CP honors future 


Community Affairs E 


of city’s black Community’ 


Outstanding black high-school stu- 
‘dents were honored for their 
‘achievements Sunday afternoon by 
"the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 
Two students each received the 
first annual $500 scholarships from 
the NAACP, to be matched by 
Indiana State University. About 60 
persons attended the awards presen- 


,tation at 3:30 p.m. in the Afro- 


American Cultural Center, 551 N. 9th 
St. 


"I know all of you are hard 
workers. You deserve to know you 
are the future of Terre Haute's black 
community," Minnie Lyda, NAACP, 
told about 28 graduating seniors. 

"We're going to look to you to 
make Terre Haute a better place." 

Scholarship winners were Saundra 
Lee, 2335 Chase St., North Vigo High 
School, and Elaine Brown, 1609 
Crawford Ave., South Vigo High 
School. 

Both Lee and Brown also were 


S 


recognized for outstanding 
leadership and service. 

Other students recognized for 
outstanding achievement were 
Gregory L. Allen, 1938 Spruce St., 
North Vigo, leadership; Harold 
Allen, 1627 Sycamore St., South, 
service; and Jason Bynum, Route 27, 
South Vigo, and Carmen Brown, 
Route 51, North Vigo, citizenship. 

Twenty-eight graduating students 
received tokens of recognition from 
the NAACP. 
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Barnhill gets top awar 


for work with local NAACP 


T: FEBL 

Several awards AME 1 5 
annual Freedom Fund Dinner, co- 
spongonea by the Terre Haute 

anch of the National A iato 
for the Advancement of Color 
People and local C dw er a Abe 
Negro Business and vofelisional 
Women's Club at Gran-ma Joy's 
Restaurant on Friday. 

Henry Barnhill, chairman of the 
dinner for the last five years, was 
named recipient of the Branch 
Award, an honor for his continued 
service to the local organization. 
He also received a certificate of 
recognition. 

Winner of the President's Award 
was Charles Merriweather, who 
has been active in the NAACP for 
nearly 50 years. Merriweather was 
the first black captain of the Terre 
Haute Fire Department several 
years ago. 


men Yüüth Service Award reci- 
pient was ie Lyda, who is 
sponsoring à yduth group to the 
national NAACP»»convention in 
Dallas. She also Wasa certificate 
winner. Her husband, Wesley J. 
Lyda, is president of the local 
branch. 

Community Service Award win- 
ner was Charles Dixon, who was 
chairman of the branch's in- 
dustrial-relations committee and 
active in other civic areas. He also 
was given a certificate of recogni- 
tion. 

Other certificate winners were 
David Cook, Sanford Wright, Hazel 
Loewenstein, Mary K. Kay, Fred 
Draper, Rep. Robert Hellman, 
Alfreda Buckner, Mary Hornbeak, 
Philip Raspberry, Warren 
Swindell, Paulette Spicer, the Rev. 


-—— — 


L.L. Magee, the Rev. Anthony 
Walden, Elder Jester Purnell, 
Thomas Waldon and Walter 
Edwards. 

About 250 people attended the 
event, which is the major fund- 
raising project for the local 
NAACP. The Terre Haute group 
includes 378 members. 

Main speaker was the Rev. 
Julius Caesar Hope, director of 
religious affairs for the NAACP, a 
position he has occupied for seven 
years. He also has been pastor of 
the New Grace Missionary Baptist 
Church, Highland Park, Mich. 

Hope's topic was "Don't Park," on 
your success and get complacent) 
about the civil-rights movement. 
because no progress will be gaine 
unless there is an effort to continue 
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Black fs ^ 


community 
needs y 


By Kathy Gerchiek 
Tribune. Star Staff Reporter . 


i| “It’s important to the "black. 
community to have its own voice, 


gaid Sandford Wright, local 


t AACP newsletter editor. 

x e bi-monthly four-page 
‘publication began four months ago, 
With the bulk of its 1,250 copies 
‘gent to NAACP members. Remain- 
ing copies are mailed to civic 
Waders, organizations and 
‘churches, the media and business 
‘establishments. 

The third issue published late 
‘November or early December will 
include such regular features as a 
‘column by the local NAACP presi- 
dent, an editor’s column, NAACP 
‘committee reports, schedule of 
‘coming events and what Wright 
E community news important 
to the black community. The third 
‘issue also is to include news from 
‘the local NAACP's branch at the 
‘U.S. Penitentiary in Terre Haute. 
Some of the news and photo- 
aphs in the newsletters were 
‘gleaned from The Tribune-Star, 
Wright acknowledged. 
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Purpose of the newsletter is to 
develop racial pride by informing 
the black community of individual 
m group accomplishments, dis- 


unity, according to Wright. 

Some of the press releases the 

AACP submits are not considered 

newsworthy by The Tribune-Star 
d the Indiana State University 

campus newspaper (The 
Statesman), Wright said. 

_ He cited a promotional an- 
nouncement for black history films, 
‘submitted as a story, rejected by 

th The Tribune-Star and The 
tatesmen. While he complimented 

e Tribune-Star on its front page 

verage of the recent fire at the 

Nolan residence, home of a black 

b ity, a continual expose on the 
andling of the fire should be done, 

t said. 
What I'd like to have seen done 
is a further investigation of that,” 
he said. s 
Wright is the staff. He assembles 
ihe copy and delivers it 
camera-ready to the printer. He 
also paid for the second issue out 
of his own pocket. The NAACP 
pays postage for mailing the 
newsletter. 

A local business had provided 

free printing of the first issue, but 

‘took 90 days before completing the 

job. Wright said. It was decided to 

pay for the work now done 
elsewhere, where the newsletter is 

‘printed within five days, Wright 

said. 

. He is seeking staff members and 

contributors and financial dona- 

tions to fund the newsletter. 
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Klan wages 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Ku Klux Klan activities were 
branded as “national terrorism" 
during Monday's meeting of the 
local NAACP, whose members also 
learned of a church-sponsored 
Freedom Rally in opposition to the 
Klan's meeting July 27. 

Wesley Lyda, president of the 
National Association for the Ad- 


vancement of Colored People local: 


chapter, said it is a contradiction 
that the Klan is meeting to re- 
vitalize membership at the same 
time President Reagan is asking 
other nations to attack interna- 


tional terrorism. 

*How can the president be suc- 
cessful in this endeavor while we 
permit national terrorism and in- 
timidation to exist in continental 
United States," Lyda said at the 
Saulters Chapel United Methodist 
Church at 1312 S. 12th St. 

Lyda's remarks were part of a 
prepared statement in reaction to 
the July 27 Klan rally. The state- 
ment was approved by NAACP 
members. 

In opposition to the Klan's meet- 
ing, Thomas A. Trotter, pastor of 
the Mansfield Bible Church, said 
his church will conduct a Freedom 
Rally beginning at 5 p.m. July 27 
and all day July 28 at the church. 

"I'm here to ugulngize. I'm sorry 


-- 
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‘national terrorism’: 


this is going on in our community,” 
said Trotter, also known as 
“Brother Noah.” 

He said his church believed it 
had to take a stand. “This is a 
national battle, and God's army is 
going to win,” Trotter said. He said 
there have been rumors that 
damage might be done to the 
church as a result. 

The freedom rally will include 
preaching and Gospel music. He 
said he has asked Klan members to 
attend church services Sunday. 

Persons had various reactions to 
what local NAACP members 
should do. Though one person 
suggested NAACP members 


become involved with the protest 


— provided there was FBI monitor- 


¿Vigo County Public Library 
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ing — another person said 
members should carefully check 
the situation first. 

"These Klan boys are playing 
hardball,” he said. “Is anything 
being done to make sure blacks 
who go won't be volunteering for 
suicide?" 

Sandford Wright will form a 
committee to meet with Vigo Coun- 
ty law-enforcement authorities to 
find out their position on “Klan-like 
activities in Vigo County." 

Henry Barnhill suggested that 
members focus more on long-term 
efforts to combat Klan-type or- 
ganizations, rather than fight Klan 
members on their "own home 
territory" Wwe: 

Lyda, further developi 
NAACP's position, sai 
Mansfield Klan rally "reflects ani 
mouths some of the rhetoric 
emanating from the White House, 
particularly with respect to Af- 
firmative Action programs, which 
can be interpreted to mean rolling 
back civil-rights accomplishments 
of blacks.” 

Lyda further asked, “Can we 
permit the name of the great state 
of Indiana to be besmirched by the 
KKK as it was in the 1920s ... ” 

The NAACP has asked the FBI 
to monitor the Klan’s meeting. 
Also, Benjamin Hooks, executive 
director of the national NAACP, 
will contact national and_ state 
officials in Washington, D.C. 


Community 
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A tribute to one ATEA AA es vors Crothers Day," 


sons — Scatman Crothers — is among 
NAACP state convention activities Nov. 
1-3 in Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge at 
3033 Dixie Bee Road. 

Benjamin Sherman Crothers, who was 
born here 75 years ago, will be honored 
during a Nov. 2 awards banquet at 7 p.m. 
The entertainer of 60 years has received 
numerous movie and television awards 

Recent surgery prohibits a personal 
appearance, but Crothers is to address the 
audience via a live telephone hookup from 
his California home. 

“Scatman told me his training and 
education at the Booker T. Washington 
School and Wiley High School had helped 
him very much in his career," said Wesley 
J. Lyda, president of the local National 
Association for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People. 

Nov. 2 will be Broclaimed “Scatman 


bes. TT 


LIBRARY 


ANA 


c i 


ayor P. Pete Chalos said. 
“He has been an inspiration to many 
people on how to be a success in life. The 
convention will be an appropriate time to 
honor Scatman,” he said. (ts 

About 300 persons will be in town for the 
convention, pt said. But he expects 
Wil. that number will attend the awards. 

anquet. LIN LAGHIBUN 
~ The first day af the. conwentl n includen. 
a luncheon, workshops and 1 N 
poolside prayer opens the second day for 
prison reform workshop, awards banque t 
and President's Ball. Wr 1 

Banquet tickets costing $18.50 may be 
purchased through the Center for Afro: 
American Studies at Indiana State Un- 
iversity at 237-2550 or through local 
NAACP members Warren Swindell at 
877-2073, Mary Kay at 234-3040, Henry 
Barnhill at 235-9749 or Adfreda Buckner at 
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Wesley J. Lyda has resigned 
as tocal National Association 
for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People president, effec- 
tive Nov. 15. 

Lyda cited a “matter of too 
much stress" in his decision to 
resign. 

He is a commissioner for the 
Terre Haute Housing Authori- 
ty and the Terre Haute 
Sanitary District. 
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Alfreda Heer hende 
for long service to NAACP 


Alfreda Buckner, who has served the local 


National Association for t ent of i£ 
— — — eople for more than [22 
a b 4 years, was awarded the 

| 


highest honor at the NAACP | 
state conference held in 
Terre Haute Nov. 1-3. 


Loren Henry Award which is 


as shown outstanding com- 
munity leadership and who 
« best exemplifies the 
h characteristics of Henry. 
BUCKNER Henry was a state or- 
ganizer of NAACP branches and was committed 
to other civic and social concerns during a time 
when it was considered dangerous to be identified 
with a civil rights group. la 
Buckner is a teacher at Woodrow Wilson High 
School and co-owner of Bell and Bracken Funeral 
Home. She also is second vice president of 
Indiana State Conference of NAACP branches. 
During her work in the local NAACP life 
membership effort, she increased the 
memberships from 10 to 50, with 17 fully paid life 
members. | 
She joins the Rev. Noel E. Hord and Warren 
Clevenger as local Loren Henry award winners. f 


Buckner received the [Š 


iven to an. individual who |" 


